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Everything we do in the first 18 years of our
kids' lives is one long preparation for that
moment where their future will be determined,
which is, by which college they go to. It's
ridiculous, but it's true.

Richard Reeves, Brookings Institution
October 17, 2017
St. John’s Adult Forum
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Each dot on this chart represents a different MCPS High School
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% of student body that qualifies for MD FARMs program

504 plans cover students with physical or mental impairments that "substantially limit" major life activities (e.g.,
learning, walking, concentrating) but who do not require specialized instruction like an IEP. Common
504 accommodations include extended test time, preferential seating, and therapy breaks.

FARMs = Free and Reduced Meals program. In Maryland, a family of 4 with an annual income of $59,478 or less can
qualify for the FARMs program

Source: MD State Dept of Education, available here, and MCPS date, available here

Can a family's
capital literally
buy a student
more time (on
tests and
assignments)?

This data shows an inverse
relationship between MCPS
high schools' FARMs (Free
And Reduced Meals) rates
and their percentages of
students with 504
accommodations.



https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/mcpsofficialfarms2024-2025.pdf
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Source: MD State Dept of Education, available here



https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/
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Source: New York Times, available h


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/07/24/upshot/ivy-league-elite-college-admissions.html

Going lvy pays off

Median ROI 10 years after enrollment
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source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce



Students from low-income families are less likely to
graduate from college

Rate at which students from the
Highest-Income Quartile
graduate vs students from the
Lowest-Income Quartile

Source: Pell Institute, available here, p.194



https://coenet.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/publications-Indicators_of_Higher_Education_Equity_in_the_US_2022_Historical_Trend_Report.pdf
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